Syllabus 

Psychology 392 Section 001
Senior Seminar
Fall, 2013

Illinois State University

Course Information
Prerequisites: Psychology Major; Senior Standing
Class Meetings: TTh 9:35-10:50 DeGarmo 204

Instructor
Adena B. Meyers, Ph.D., Professor


Office: DeGarmo 455


Phone: 438-8069


email: abmeyer@ilstu.edu



Office Hours: M 9-10, Tu 2-3 & by appointment

Graduate Assistant 
Jessica McKinley

Office: Desk outside of DeGarmo 455

Email: jaoeste@ilstu.edu
Office Hours: Th 11-12
Textbooks
Required Textbooks:

Larzelere, R., Morris, A.S., Harrist, A. (2013). Authoritative Parenting: Synthesizing Nurturance and Discipline for Optimal Child Development. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
(This book is on reserve at Milner Library)

Merrell, K. W., & Gueldner, B. A. (2010). Social and emotional learning in the classroom: Promoting mental health and academic success. Guilford Press.

(This book is on reserve at Milner Library)

Recommended Textbooks: 

APA style manual (6th Edition)

Zins, J. (Ed.). (2004). Building academic success on social and emotional learning: What does the research say. Teachers College Press.

(This book is on reserve at Milner Library)

Course Description and Objective
This is an ADVANCED course for senior psychology majors, in which students must apply knowledge and skills acquired in previous courses to an in-depth exploration of specific topics in the discipline. I assume that students enrolled in this class are already well informed about the methods of psychological inquiry, and about many specific topics in psychology. 
In this section of senior seminar, we will focus on the influence of supportive contexts on child development. Specifically, we will focus on practices within the family and the school that have been shown to promote psychologically healthy development. Each of your required textbooks (Authoritative Parenting, edited by Larzelere, Morris, and Harrist and Social and Emotional Learning in the Classroom by Merrell & Gueldner) focuses on a specific set of practices that have been linked to positive youth development: Authoritative parenting within the family, and Social and Emotional Learning instruction (also known as SEL) within schools.

In applying your knowledge and skills to the study of authoritative parenting and school-based SEL, you will be required to identify, read, summarize, critique, discuss, and synthesize scholarly articles. Specific activities and assignments will include: Completing reading and writing assignments, participating in class discussions, conducting oral presentations, and writing a 12 to 15 page paper that critically reviews and synthesizes the extant psychological literature on a topic of your choice, related to the seminar theme of supportive developmental contexts for children.
Course Format

This class will be conducted in seminar format. In general, this means that the class is discussion oriented, with heavy emphasis on student participation. Specifically, students in this seminar will be required to do the following:

· Read a variety of scholarly articles and book chapters pertaining to authoritative parenting and SEL interventions. Some of these are listed on the syllabus and are included in the required textbooks; you and your classmates will identify others. 

· Conduct library research to identify relevant articles for class presentations and final paper.
· Attend class regularly.
· Participate in and co-lead class discussions and activities.

· Demonstrate and further develop critical thinking skills in forming and expressing opinions about results and interpretations of psychological research findings.

· Complete a variety of written and oral assignments

Attendance and class participation

You are required to attend class meetings, to arrive on time, and to be fully prepared to participate in class discussions and activities. A significant proportion of your final grade will be based upon your class participation, so it is imperative that you attend class regularly. Important material will be covered during each class meeting, and if you miss a class, for any reason, you will NOT be allowed to make up the work that you missed. This attendance policy is designed to promote fairness, and it is NOT NEGOTIABLE. If you wish, you may take advantage of extra credit opportunities to earn back points missed due to absences (you may earn up to a maximum of 5 percentage points toward your final grade).
Use of technology during class

The purpose of a seminar class is to discuss ideas face-to-face with your classmates and instructor. Personal electronic devices such as cell phones, tablets, laptop computers, etc. are unnecessary, and can serve as a distraction from meaningful interpersonal dialogue. Therefore, such devices should not be used during class without prior approval of the instructor (for example, students may wish to use technology during presentations). If you take notes during class, please use paper and pen/pencil. If you have taken notes at home (e.g., while reading) on a computer or tablet, please print out the notes and bring hard copies to class if you wish to refer to your notes during class discussion. Violations of this policy will result in deductions from your class participation grade.
Course assignments and grading

Your final grade will be based on the following:

Class participation & preparedness 30%

Participation in a seminar class is predicated upon your coming to class prepared. This means that you CAREFULLY have read all assigned articles, and that you have thoughtful comments, questions, and opinions about them that you are prepared to share with your classmates. Preparedness will be assessed throughout the semester through a variety of means such as in-class writing assignments and quality of comments made in class. Your participation grade will be based on your attendance as well as the quality and quantity of your comments during class discussions and activities. You must be present and say something during each class to earn full credit for participation. If you are worried about this component of the course (i.e., if you find it intimidating or difficult to participate in class discussions), PLEASE SEE ME. I would be happy to facilitate your participation by eliciting your comments, or through other means that we can discuss. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to talk to me about this if it poses a problem for you. As noted above, use of electronic devices (such as cell phones, tablets, or laptops) during class will result in deductions to your class participation grade, unless you have obtained prior approval to use the device for a special reason (such as a presentation).
Individual presentations 30%

Each student will be responsible for three presentations throughout the course of the semester, each worth 10 percentage points towards the final course grade: 

Presentations 1 & 2 will involve co-leading class discussion in collaboration with the instructor and (in some cases) a peer. Presentation 3 will involve identifying an empirical article and presenting it to the class.

The semester is roughly divided into three units. Unit I focuses on authoritative parenting, Unit II focuses on SEL, and Unit III is devoted to student article presentations. Each student will be responsible for co-leading class discussion once during the first unit (authoritative parenting), and once during the second unit (SEL). In order to prepare for this you must read the assigned chapter for that day with extra care (reading it twice is probably a good idea), take careful notes, and prepare several questions to stimulate class discussion. If there are points raised or topics covered that you find confusing, interesting, or objectionable, make note of these and point them out as discussion topics for the class. If you are co-leading class with a peer, you will need to collaborate with the peer in planning the discussion questions. 
During the final unit of the semester, class meetings will be devoted to student-led presentations and discussions focused on selected topics related to the seminar theme. The format for these presentations will be as follows: Each student must identify a scholarly article related to the topic (i.e., one that is published in a scholarly journal, and that expands upon the material covered earlier in the semester). To ensure that there are no duplicate articles, each student will select a topic that corresponds with one of the assigned chapters from the textbooks (you may choose to focus on one of the chapters covered in one of your earlier presentations). 
Each article presentation should be about 30 minutes long and should include a detailed summary of the article, as well as a critique (comment upon the strengths and weaknesses of the article, and how it relates to course content). Although not a hard-and-fast requirement, it is recommended that students attempt to find empirical articles for these presentations (that is, articles that present results based on new data). It is acceptable to select an empirical article mentioned/cited in the appropriate chapter (but it should not be an article that is described in great detail in one of the chapters – please consult with me if you are unsure about the appropriateness of the article you have selected).
Should you miss class on a day that you are scheduled to present an article or co-facilitate class, you would receive 0 points for that presentation, with NO OPPORTUNITY to make up these points. 
Topics and dates for all three presentations will be assigned during the second week of class. You are encouraged to peruse/skim assigned chapters to identify those that most interest you for presentation topics.

Please note that all students will be graded on class participation during every class meeting, so even if it is not your turn to present, you must read the assigned readings with care, pay attention during class, and contribute thoughtful comments.

Literature review 40%

Each student will write a 12 to 15 page literature review on a topic of his or her choice, approved by the instructor. The topic should be related to the issues addressed in this course, and may correspond to the article presentation, described above. For full credit on the literature review, students must: 
(1) Select an appropriate topic (in consultation with instructor). 

(2) Identify an adequate number of appropriate sources on the topic (these should include at least 15 empirical articles published in scholarly journals). 

(3) Demonstrate thorough understanding of the sources, including strengths and weaknesses of methodology (as reflected in annotated bibliography and, ultimately, in the literature review itself). 

(4) Synthesize the sources (compare, contrast, show how they are related to each other and how they fit together). 

(5) Draw appropriate conclusions based on your synthesis of the findings. (What do we know about the topic, what is still unknown, and how could further study shed more light on the important issues? What are the implications of what we do know?) 

(6) Communicate items 3 through 5 in an appropriate, professional format (well organized literature review, 12 to 15 pages, APA format, correct spelling and grammar, clearly written, appropriate font size and margins). 

(7) Complete all components of the assignment ON TIME. These include: 
a. “How to Read a Journal Article” assignment (due 8/27)
b. Paper topic draft (due 8/29)
c. Revised paper topic plus two sources (due 9/12)
d. List of first 10 sources in APA format (due 9/26)
e. Brief progress report / oral presentation of topic (due – 10/1)
f. First two entries of annotated bibliography (due 10/3)
g. Completed reference list (12-20 citations in APA format – due 10/10)
h. Completed annotated bibliography (12-20 entries – due 10/24)
i. Outline of paper (due 10/31)
j. First draft of literature review (bring two copies to class - due 11/21)
k. Written comments on another student's first draft (bring two copies to class - due 12/3) 
l. Final draft of literature review (DUE TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10)
You will receive qualitative feedback, but no grades on each sub-part of the literature review. The final draft of the literature review will be graded based upon criteria 1-6 listed above, and your responsiveness to feedback on the various sub-parts. Points will be deducted from the final grade for any late submissions. For each day late (for any sub-part), one point out of 40 (2.5 percentage points for the assignment) will be deducted from your final grade. For example, if you are one day late turning in your paper topic draft and two days late turning in your paper outline, you will be able earn a MAXIMUM of 37 points out of 40 (92.5%) on the assignment. If you have an emergency and need an extra day or two to complete something, extensions may occasionally be granted at the instructor’s discretion, but only if you request the extension BEFORE the due date.
Cheating

Plagiarism or cheating will result in your receiving 0 points for the assignment, and a disciplinary referral. If you are not sure about the definition of plagiarism or how to avoid it in your written work for this class, please ask me about it BEFORE you turn in the assignment in question!

Extra credit

You may complete any combination of the extra credit assignments listed below to earn up to 5 extra credit points. Extra credit points will be added to your point total in the determination of your final course grade.  Your grade will not be affected if you choose not to participate in one of the extra credit options.  UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL ANY STUDENT RECEIVE MORE THAN 5 EXTRA CREDIT POINTS. 
  

Participating in Psychological Research for Extra Credit: Follow the instructions on the "Research Participation" handout, to be distributed in class. 
Attending Campus Events for Extra Credit: You may earn extra credit by attending various campus events (i.e., lectures, films, panel discussions) that address topics relevant to the class. These events will be announced in class (if you know of a relevant event and want to get credit for attending, please discuss this with me in advance so I can determine whether the event is appropriate, and if it is appropriate other students can be informed about it). To receive extra credit for attending an event, you must turn in a 1-2 page typed paper in which you describe and respond to the event. (These papers should state what the event was about and what you thought of it). Papers are due two weeks after the event or December 10 (whichever is earlier), and may be turned in before class or during office hours. Each event you attend & write about is worth one extra credit point. LATE PAPERS WILL ABSOLUTELY NOT BE ACCEPTED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES.

Students with disabilities

Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability should contact Disability Concerns at 350 Fell Hall, 438-5853 (voice), 438-8620 (TDD).

Calendar of Topics and Assignments
Unit I: Authoritative Parenting
Week I 
Course Overview
· TU 8/20: Introduction and syllabus review
· TH 8/22: Library instructional session (meet in MLB 164D Classroom) 

Week II
Authoritative Parenting Part I: History and Current Status
Written Assignment (Due Tuesday 8/27)

Complete questions 1-7 from “How to Read a Journal Article” handout
Written Assignment (Due Thursday 8/29)

Brief (1/2 page) description of tentative topic for literature review

· TU 8/27: Introduction to authoritative parenting (AP Preface & Chapter 1)

· TH 8/29: Overview of research on authoritative parenting (AP Chapter 2)
Week III
Authoritative Parenting Part II: Parental Control
· TU 9/3: Types & effects of parental control (AP Chapter 3)
· TH 9/5: Misbehavior & discipline (AP Chapter 4)
Week IV
Authoritative Parenting Part III: Cultural and Developmental Considerations

Written Assignment (Due Thursday 9/12)

Revised (1/2 page) description of literature review topic, plus at least two references (hand in photocopy of first page of each reference)
· TU 9/10: Cross-cultural perspectives (AP Chapter 5)
· TH 9/12: Perspectives on adolescent-parent conflict (AP Chapter 6)
Week V
Authoritative Parenting Part IV: Parenting Interventions

· TU 9/17: Interventions for parents of aggressive children (AP Chapter 7)
· TH 9/19: Other parenting interventions (AP Chapter 8)
Week VI
Authoritative Parenting Part V: New Directions in The Field
Written Assignment (Due Thursday 9/26)

List of 10 references for literature review (in APA format)
· TU 9/24: Authoritative parenting and cognitive development (AP Chapter 9)
· TH 9/26: Conclusions and future directions (AP Chapter 10)
Unit II: School-Based Social and Emotional Learning (SEL)
Week VII
Research Week (No reading assignments this week)
Written Assignment (Due Thursday 10/3)

First two entries of annotated bibliography (read two articles on your reference list and write IN YOUR OWN WORDS a brief summary of each article) 
· TU 10/1: Progress reports and peer consultation on literature reviews 
· TH 10/3: Instructor available to consult about literature reviews
Week VIII
School-Based SEL Part I: Overview
Written Assignment (Due Thursday 10/10)
Completed reference list for literature review (12-20 articles with brief written summaries for each)
· TU 10/8: What is SEL? (SEL Chapter 1)
· TH 10/10: Examples of SEL programs (SEL Chapter 2)
Week IX
School-Based SEL Part II: SEL in the Schools
· TU 10/15: Implementation (SEL Chapter 3)
· TH 10/17: SEL and academic outcomes (SEL Chapter 4)
Week X
School-Based SEL Part III: SEL with Diverse Students

Written Assignment (Due Thursday 10/24)
Completed annotated bibliography for literature review (12-20 articles with brief written summaries IN YOUR OWN WORDS for each article)

· TU 10/22: Cultural adaptations (SEL Chapter 5)
· TH 10/24: Assisting students with more intense mental health needs (SEL Chapter 6)
Week XI
School-Based SEL Part IV: Evaluation and Systems Considerations

Written Assignment (Due Thursday 10/31)
Outline of literature review
· TU 10/29: Evaluating SEL outcomes in schools (SEL Chapter 7)
· TH 10/31: SEL and the school system (SEL Chapter 8)
Unit III: Student Presentations & Wrap-Up
Week XII
Student Presentations

· TU 11/5: Article Presentations
· TH 11/7: Article Presentations
Week XIII
Student Presentations 

· TU 11/12: Article Presentations

· TH 11/14: Article Presentations
Week XIV
Student Presentations

Written Assignment (Due Thursday 11/21)
First draft of literature review (bring two copies to class)
· TU 11/19: Article Presentations
· TH 11/21: Article Presentations
Week XV
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! (NO CLASS THIS WEEK)
Week XVI
Course Wrap-Up
Written Assignment (Due Tuesday 12/3)
Written feedback on draft of a peer’s literature review (one page – bring two copies to class) 
· 12/3: Peer feedback on literature review drafts
· 12/5: Wrap-up discussion: What have we learned about helping children thrive?
FINAL DEADLINE FOR REVISED LITERATURE REVIEWS: Tuesday, December 10
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How to Read a Journal Article

1. Article Citation: ____________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Note: Is the article published in a peer-reviewed journal?)

2. Identify the type of article (e.g., review article, meta-analysis, empirical study, etc.)

3. What hypotheses or research questions are addressed?

4. What methods are used to examine the hypotheses/research questions?

5. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the research design/methodology (for empirical studies, is an experimental design used? Are there any confounds or problems with the study? Is the sampling appropriate? Etc.)

6. What conclusions can reasonably be drawn, based on the methods and reported findings (note: your conclusions may or may not correspond with the authors’ conclusions)

7. How do the findings of this study/article related to other research in the area (compare to findings from other studies, and suggest new questions that future research should address)

PSY 392 Section 001

Instructions for preparing and submitting final drafts of literature reviews:

1. Your final draft is due on Tuesday, December 10. The psychology department closes at 4:00, so do not expect to be able to turn in your paper after 4:00. LATE PAPERS WILL ABSOLUTELY NOT BE ACCEPTED!!! If I have not received your final draft by 4:00 on Tuesday, I will base your grade on my memory of your rough draft and I will deduct 4 points out of the 40 possible points (10%) for this assignment (this is equivalent to reducing your grade on the paper by one letter grade).

2. When you turn in your final draft, please attach your first draft with my comments as well as the feedback sheet provided by your classmate.

3. As you read through my comments and work on your revisions, please keep in mind the following:

· Your final draft should be in APA format, as described in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Sixth Edition.

· Watch out for grammatical errors and stylistic pitfalls:

· Avoid sentence fragments and run-on sentences.

· Avoid use of first person. (Occasional first-person references are OK but don’t overdo it).

· Avoid using direct quotations fro your sources. (Occasional quotations are OK, but paraphrasing is usually preferable).

· Avoid unprofessional sounding language (say “children”, “youth”, or “adolescents” rather than “kids”; say a study has “methodological limitations” instead of saying the study is “terrible”).

· Avoid agreement errors (plural subject goes with plural verb; use of past tense or present tense should be consistent).

· Do not begin sentences with numerals. If you must began  sentence with a number, spell out the number (example: “Forty percent of the sample reported…” instead of “40% of the sample reported…”).

· In most cases, paragraphs longer than one page are too long. Either shorten these paragraphs (make them more concise) or break them into smaller paragraphs.

· Your paper should have an introduction, a main part (usually broken down into several sub-sections) and a conclusion.

· The introduction should provide some background information, telling the reader what your topic is and why it is important. It should also give the reader a clear sense of where you are going with the paper. The introduction should NOT have a heading.

· When you discuss strengths and weaknesses of the studies you review, explain WHY these strengths and weaknesses are important – say how they are relevant to YOUR interpretations. How might the results and interpretations change if the methodology were improved?
· The conclusion should summarize and pull your paper together. It should highlight what the literature DOES tell us about the topic (what DO we know?). The conclusion should also point out the gaps in the literature such as methodological weaknesses that are common to all or most of the studies, or areas that have not been addressed. In other words, the conclusion should tell the reader what we still DO NOT know about the topic. Include some recommendations regarding promising directions for future research.

· Do not panic if I make a lot of comments on your first draft. This does NOT mean that I didn’t like your paper – it might mean that your paper peaked my interest and got me thinking!

· If you can’t read my comments, or don’t understand them, or want any additional guidance, please come and see me during office hours, or contact me to arrange a meeting at a mutually convenient time. 
